
 

 
 
 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA’S CELEBRATORY SEASON OPENING  
HERALDS ARRIVAL OF NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR NICOLA LUISOTTI 

 
FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS DRAW 40,000 TO GOLDEN GATE PARK AND AT&T BALLPARK 

 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2009—In his first week as the Company’s new music director, Maestro Nicola Luisotti led San Francisco 
Opera performances for a combined audience of over 50,000 people at the War Memorial Opera House, in Golden Gate 
Park and via live simulcast at AT&T Park. 
 

San Francisco Opera’s 87th season opened Friday, September 11 with a benefit in support of 
the Company’s education and community programs.  Nicola Luisotti led the San Francisco 
Opera Orchestra and Chorus in a performance of Giuseppe Verdi’s Italian masterpiece Il 
Trovatore headlined by international stars Sondra Radvanovsky, Stephanie Blythe, Marco 
Berti and Dmitri Hvorostovsky. The New York Times proclaimed “[San Francisco 
Opera] has found an ideal new maestro.” 

 

Following the performance, over 1,000 people gathered at San Francisco’s City Hall for 
San Francisco Opera Guild’s annual Opera Ball and Bravo! Club’s Opening Night Gala.  
Opera Ball, which raises money for the myriad education and community programs put on by 
the Company and the Guild, was a sold-out success.  

 

 

 

Continuing the opening week  
festivities, Nicola Luisotti conducted  
San Francisco Opera’s annual free  
General Director David Gockley 
and Nicola Luisotti at Opera Ball
outdoor concert, San Francisco  
Chronicle Presents Opera in the Park, in Golden Gate Park’s  
Sharon Meadow on September 13. Before a crowd of over 17,000,  
Luisotti led the San Francisco Opera Orchestra and cast members  
from the Company’s fall season in an afternoon of classic Italian  
overtures and arias. Speaking from the stage, Maestro Luisotti  
touchingly exclaimed how proud he is to be a part of San  
Francisco Opera, “one of the finest operatic theaters in the world,”  
and urged San Franciscans to be equally proud to reside in city  
which houses such a world renowned cultural treasure.    
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25,000 people enjoyed Il Trovatore at Opera at the Ballpark 

 

Nicola Luisotti conducts Opera in the Park 

g out a whirlwind week of performances and events, 
 

ncisco Opera partnered with the San Francisco 
o present its fourth free live simulcast at AT&T 
a crowd of 25,000 on September 19. An unparalleled 
of free entertainment, this fall’s Webcor Builders 
Opera at the Ballpark featured a simulcast of Verdi’s Il 
e broadcast live in HD from the stage of the War 
l Opera House three miles away. Braving the chilly 
cisco evening, fans proved their loyalty to what has 
ne of the Bay Area’s must-see community events

yed the opportunity to meet Music Director Nicola 
through his passionate conducting and charming on-
terviews.  



 
 
 
 
As the cast took their final curtain call, Nicola Luisotti jovially 
took a swing at an imaginary baseball in his San Francisco Giants 
cap and the crowds cheered. 

 

Be sure to mark your calendar for another upcoming opportunity 
to experience Maestro Nicola Luisotti’s infectious personality—
the Columbus Day Italian Heritage Parade on Sunday, 
October 11. A native of Viareggio, Italy and champion of the 
classic Italian operatic literature, Luisotti has been selected as  
 

From the scoreboard at AT&T Park, Nicola Luisotti  
and the cast of Il Trovatore take a bow 

 
 
 
the Civic Grand Marshal of this 141-year-old San Francisco  
tradition.  The parade, which winds through San  
Francisco’s historic North Beach and Telegraph Hill  
neighborhoods, will feature dozens of handcrafted parade  
floats featuring Bay Area businesses, community groups,  
and Italian organizations. The free parade, which starts 
at 12:30 p.m., begins its route at Fisherman’s Wharf and 
concludes at Washington Square in North Beach. 
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KDFC 102.1 FM Radio personality Dianne Nicolini, David Gockley,
President of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors David Chiu,  
and KDFC Director of Programming Bill Lueth enjoying Opera at 
the Ballpark at AT&T Park 
or press information and photos, please contact  
an Francisco Opera Communications: 
on Finck 415.565.6472/jfinck@sfopera.com;  
ulia Inouye 415.565.6430/jinouye@sfopera.com  
obin Freeman 415.565.6451/rfreeman@sfopera.com   

ational Press Representation: Shuman Associates  
12.315.1300/ shumanpr@shumanassociates.net  
Maestro Luisotti interacts with fans after the 
Opera in the Park concert 
hotos by Drew Altizer, Cory Weaver and Pat Johnson 
San Francisco Opera is sponsored, in part, by Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation, John A. and Cynthia Fry Gunn, Franklin and 
Catherine Johnson, Mrs. Edmund W. Littlefield, Bernard and Barbro Osher and by a grant from Grants for the Arts/San Francisco 
Hotel Tax Fund. Wells Fargo is San Francisco Opera's Season Sponsor. San Francisco Opera is proud to recognize its corporate 
partners: United Airlines, the Official Airline of San Francisco Opera, and Chevron, fueling great performances everywhere. Il 
Trovatore is made possible, in part, by Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey and United Airlines. Music Director 
Nicola Luisotti's inaugural season is made possible by John A. and Cynthia Fry Gunn. San Francisco Chronicle Presents Opera in the 
Park is sponsored by Presenting Sponsor San Francisco Chronicle and is made possible, in part, by Opening Weekend Grand 
Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey. Additional support provided by the William and Gretchen Kimball Fund, and the Music Performance 
Fund and Film Funds. Platinum Sponsor Charles Schwab, Gold Sponsor Webcor Builders, Silver Sponsor Kaiser Permanete 
Thrive. San Francisco Opera simulcasts are made possible through the extraordinary technology of the Company’s Koret-Taube 
Media Suite. A grant from the Koret Foundation provided lead funding for the Koret-Taube Media Suite, with additional support 
provided by Tad and Dianne Taube. Webcor Presents Opera at the Ballpark is supported by Presenting Sponsor Webcor Builders, 
Platinum Sponsor Charles Schwab, Gold Sponsors Chevron and United Airlines and Silver Sponsor ACCO Engineered Systems. 
Funding for this simulcast is made possible by an Excellence Award from The Wallace Foundation This simulcast is supported by a 
grant from The James Irvine Foundation. San Francisco Chronicle, CBS 5, the CW Bay Area, Classical 102.1 KDFC, and 
ClearChannel Outdoor join with San Francisco Opera as media partners for the Company’s 2009-10 Season Community Events.  
For information about San Francisco Opera’s
2009-10 Season, visit www.sfopera.com 
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